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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 incheg in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics Inspiring picture of the 
oe Immaculate Heart 
GOLD BROCADES of Mary 
Bandings — Emblems 
LINENS Beautifully lithographed in 
Ecclesiastical Trimmings 8 colors, with an oil painting 





(Prompt Deliveries) effect finish. Requires no glass 
for framing. Size, 15x 20 in. 


Thomas A. Blake PRICES: — Unframed, $3.00; 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” || Framed, $5.00; Holy Card size, 
$3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 


Order from: 


National Center of the Enthronement 
4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 


Washington 17, D.C. 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, NW. Y¥. 














INFANT OF PRAGUE GIFT PACKAGE — A beautiful eversharp 
pencil, with image of the Holy Infant; a devotional booklet; a chaplet, 
with directions for praying; a blessed medal, picture, and leaflets; all 
enclosed in a gift box, with card bearing sender’s greetings. A pleasing 
gift for Mother’s Day; also for graduations, birthdays, or any other 
occasions, only $1.50, prepaid. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


SP 

















Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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May we kindly solicit the prompt renewal of subscriptions? (Date 
of expiration is marked on the wrapper.) As we employ no agents, 
we are most grateful for the help of our dear readers in obtaining new 
subscriptions. We would like to recommend especially that subscrip- 
tions be given as gifts for birthdays, graduations, weddings, ordina- 
tions, religious professions, and other occasions. 





“And as He blessed them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven.” (cf. Luke xxiv. 51.) 








Marys “Work Aa Danctifying 
Souls 


oeieie 

HE month of May is the month of Mary! Holy 
Mother Church, in her unchanging wisdom, has wisely 
set apart this beautiful season, this month of flowers, 
this month of rejoicing nature, in which to bestow 
upon Mary our special praises and songs of love. All 
true lovers of Mary send up to heaven their hymns of praise, and keep 
each day of May as one of her festivals. She is a chosen vessel, elect 
and precious. She is full of grace, and the source of grace and heaven- 
ly benediction to us. She was permitted a participation in the Divine 
life so intimate that it could not be more intimate. Her personal 
sanctity has elevated Mary to the position of Queen of All Saints; the 
transcendent beauty of her holiness lights up our path, and encourages 
us in our striving to imitate her-exalted virtues. But she is more than 
a model and guide — she is our Mother, and from her we must learn 
the lessons of sanctity and personal holiness which will unite us to 
God and bring us to our heavenly home. 

Outside of the Hypostatic Union in the Divine Person of Jesus, 
the highest perfection of the union of the human soul with the Divinity 
was consummated in Mary. Who, then, better than our Mother, can 
teach us how to attain to union with God? Spiritual writers are ac- 
customed to refer to three principal states, not distinctive as regards 
time, but often co-existing or simultaneous with one another, which 
are progressive steps in the attainment of the spiritual union of the 
soul with God. These states are called the purgative state, in which 
the soul is cleansed, as it were, and detached from sin and evil inclina- 
tions in so far as this is compatible with human weakness; the illumi- 
native state, in which the soul is enlightened as to the desirability of 
possessing God, the greatest Good, and therefore the need for the 
practice of the virtues, striving by every means to reach this aim; and 
finally, the unitive state, which consists essentially in the union of the 
will with God through love. 
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Though in reality there is no parallel possible, it will not be un- 
fruitful to draw a comparison between these three stages of ordinary 
spiritual progress and the sequence of special graces and extraordinary 
prerogatives granted to Mary. We may compare the purgative state 
with her preservation from all sin and inclination to evil, which re- 
sults from original sin. This was accomplished through her Immacu- 
late Conception, by which the Eternal Father made her fit for the 
indwelling of the Eternal Son in her womb, and of the Blessed Trinity 
in her soul. God requires of us also freedom from sin before He will 
take up His dwelling in the tabernacle of our soul and effect there 
the great work of sanctification. Through sufferings, trials, and sor- 
row in various forms, He cleanses the soul from wilful sin and at- 
tachment thereto and makes it fit for His habitation. 

Purity of heart is necessary before progress can be made in the 
spiritual life. We know the beatitude: “Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they shall see God.” Now this beatitude is obtained even in this 
life, not through the Beatific Vision, which is reserved only for the 
Blessed in heaven, nor through revelations such as Our Lord deigned 
to grant St. Margaret Mary and various other saints, but through the 
spiritual vision of our inward eye in which God makes Himself visible 
to us. It is then that we see Him in every happening of life, whether 
joyous or sorrowful. We recognize His hand gently molding the clay 
of our hearts into a beautiful vase which will hold the flowers of 
every virtue practiced for Him. But in our strivings to attain this 
purity of heart we can find no surer way than to go to Mary and ask 
her to obtain it for us through her mediation and example, for in her 
“is all grace of the way.” And as it is her special mission to crush 
the head of Satan, so she carries out this work in our souls by crushing 
its vices and evil inclinations. 

When the heart is at length prepared and pure, God manifests 
Himself by what the saints are wont to call “lights.” He illwmines the 
soul regarding His perfections and its own defects, as well as the 
means by which the latter may be overcome. He leads the soul by 
Eternal Wisdom. Now, as regards the Blessed Virgin, when the time 
set by God had come, Eternal Wisdom took up Hs abode corporally 
in her very person through the incarnation. How Mary’s soul must 
have been illumined by the “Light of the world” dwelling within her! 
To her, then, we have recourse to give us this Light. Since, as we 
pray in the Preface of the Mass in her honor, she gave to the world 
the “Everlasting Light,” she gives Him also to the individual soul. 

As Mary was truly united in an unspeakable union with God when 
the Eternal Son made her womb His dwelling, so also, when Eternal 
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Wisdom begins to be the guide of the soul, the soul experiences a true 
union with God. And just as the incarnation was brought about by 
the Holy Spirit, so it is the Holy Spirit who accomplishes and brings 
to perfection in us that union with God for which we have so intense 
a desire. This union, as Abbot Marmion says, “consists in keeping 
away from all sin, from all occasions of sin, in detaching ourselves 
from creatures and all earthly things, and living in God and unto 
God with the greatest plenitude and steadfastness possible.” 


It is Mary who will obtain for us the overshadowing grace of 
the Holy Spirit which will cause us to lose no opportunity for living 
this supernatural life and will make us advance ever more rapidly 
and become ever more skillful in the art of “using Jesus” to bring us 
to something of the union of soul with God which was her life. We 
shall unceasingly manifest our union with God by the prayer with which 
“by lips and heart, in action and aspiration,” we lift our hearts to the 
Blessed Trinity and share in that blessed life of a perpetual com- 
munication of love, which as a burning fire is eternally breathed from 
one Divine Person to another. 

In the life of Blessed Armella, a humble servant girl, who had a 
most ardent love for the Blessed Virgin, we have a beautiful example 
of the marvels of sanctity produced in a soul that approaches God 
through the gateway of Mary. Through Mary she went to Jesus, and 
through Jesus she became wholly consumed with Divine love, as she 
herself relates: — : 

“After the love of God had wounded my heart, I did not dare to 
approach God immediately or call His holy presence to my mind. 
Like a poor criminal conscious of his guilt, I did not trust to raise 
my eyes to Him, remembering the many sins by which I had offended 
His Divine Majesty. Penetrated by this fear, I turned to the Blessed 
Virgin and chose her as my Mother and intercessor. I begged her 
earnestly to recommend me to her Divine Son, to give me to Him with- 
out reserve, and to take from me all imperfections which might dis- 
please the Majesty of God. I thought to myself: ‘If I once obtain the 
grace and favor of the Mother, I shall also find grace with her Divine 
Son.’ Day and night I had the Blessed Virgin before my eyes and 
considered all her actions. I had an ardent desire to possess her fer- 
vent love, her deep humility, her obedience, her retirement, and all 
her other virtues. I performed all my work as if I were her handmaid 
and the handmaid of her Son. 

“In all my actions I had the intention to imitate the Blessed Virgin. 
I desired nothing more ardently than that she give me to her Divine 
Son, so that I might be entirely inflamed with His love. I held for 
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certain that God loves those who imitate her, since no one loved God 
so fervently as did the Blessed Virgin. In addition I begged her for 
the communication of love of the three Divine Persons, especially of 
the Holy Spirit, since He is the love of the Father and the Son. Thus 
I lived, unceasingly supplicating her, and the Mother of mercy heard 
my prayer. For soon such an ardent fire of love was enkindled within 
me that I could abide nowhere but in her. 

“As Jesus Christ was my Model in all my works, I feared to have 
forgotten the Blessed Virgin and I begged her pardon and forgiveness. 
This anxiety however, did not last long, for she made me understand 
that whoever loves Jesus Christ also loves His Mother. Now I was 
fully satisfied and calmed. In all my needs and temptations I put my 
complete trust in her and took refuge to her as tenderly and confidently 
as a child does to its mother. I always found help and assistance with 
her, especially at that time when my heart was so violently assaulted 
with inordinate love for creatures. She did not allow me to fall into 
the snares which the wicked enemy had laid for my destruction. To 
this good Mother and my refuge I owe everything, next to God, — 
all that I am and hope to be for all eternity. 

“It is beyond my power to number all the graces which God has 
granted me through the mediation and intercession of Mary. Since 
my complete conversion I have not let a feast of the Blessed Virgin 
pass by without begging her earnestly for special favors. She has al- 
ways granted me the graces and favors I asked on these feasts. 

“Whenever I found a little spare time I looked for a quiet and 
remote place to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary by reciting the Rosary 
or performing other devotions. I had hardly pronounced the first 
word when the love of God took hold of me with such violence that it 
bore away my heart and my thoughts. It was impossible for me to 
say another word, and, wholly consumed by Divine love, I forgot all 
else. In this condition I often tried to pray the Rosary and started 
over and over again, but all my efforts were in vain. When, in con- 
sequence, I failed to perform my usual devotions to the Blessed Virgin, 
I excused myself before her. I saw that the Son loved me so much 
that I could not doubt in the least that I was also loved by the Mother; 
for whoever is loved by the Son also receives the love of the Mother 
because both have but one love. 

“With special confidence I recommended to the Blessed Virgin 
those poor, miserable souls who lived in the state of sin. Day and 
night I cried to her for help and the salvation of these poor creatures. 
I understood that she was the dispenser of graces, the Mother of a 
God who could not refuse her the value of His Precious Blood after 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 7 


she had given Him hers. Trusting in her fervent love and her heart- 
felt sympathy, I begged her to obtain forgiveness and mercy for all 
sinners, who, nevertheless, are her children. I asked her to obtain 
the grace from her beloved Son that He be loved and served by all 
creatures, and my anguished heart found consolation and ease in the 
hope that the Mother of God would have mercy and pity on the blind- 
ness of men and deliver them from the ignominious slavery of sin.” 

Let us go then to Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, and beg her as our 
Mother to nourish and teach us in our spiritual life as she has nour- 
ished, taught, and been the model of the saints. 


Birthday Month 


g N MAY each year our Eucharistic magazine celebrates 
> its birthday. This year is its forty-fifth anniversary. 
Though it has won many friends during the forty-four 
years now past, we feel there are many, many people 
who do not yet know of its existence, but who would 
consider themselves privileged to receive it, as the fol- 
lowing letters seem to indicate: 





“It has been just a year since I started reading ‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.’ I think it is a wonderful little book, and I’m sorry I 
didn’t know about it years ago.’”’ (Dayton, O.) 


“TI can’t begin to tell you how much I enjoy reading ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,’ to which I subscribed recently. I only regret that I 
did not know about this wonderful magazine before.’’ (Utica, N.Y.) 


There are many occasions which call for a little remembrance, 
such as birthdays, graduations, entrance into religion, marriages, and 
the like, when Tabernacle and Purgatory would make a very accept- 
able gift. In order to extend its influence and help it to grow from 
birthday to birthday, will not our good friends assist us to secure 
new subscribers, either by giving it as a gift on such occasions, or 
soliciting subscriptions? Giving a subscription to Tabernacle and 
Purgatory is also an excellent means to do something to offset the flood 
of bad reading material found in our country, and you might make this 
“birthday gift” as an offering in honor of Mary, the Queen of May, 
who will be pleased because by it souls are brought closer to her 
Divine Son. 


Subscription Price, $1.00 per year; $1.25 for Canada and foreign 
countries. 
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Che Patronage of St. Joseph 


(Feast of the Solemnity, May 4th) 
0S 

OD NEVER caused the virtues and singular merit of 
St. Joseph to shine with greater splendor than when 
He said to him by the mouth of the angel, “Take the 
Child and His Mother,” (Matt. ii. 13, 20); for in 
Jesus and Mary He committed to him His most pre- 
cious treasures, giving him thus the preference over 
all the blessed spirits of heaven; and St. Joseph re- 
ceived these two sacred Persons into his care, to be their protector, 
their guardian, and defender. If, then, heaven made St. Joseph the 
protector of Jesus and Mary, we may rest assured that he was at the 
same time made the protector and patron of all men. When Jesus 
Christ, hanging on the Cross, said to the Blessed Virgin, indicating St. 
John, “Woman, behold thy son” (John xix. 27), we believe that we 
were all entrusted to His Mother in the person of the beloved disciple. 
So also when the Eternal Father confided the Incarnate Word and His 
Mother to St. Joseph, He confided us all to this great saint; for the 
Incarnate Word had us all in His adorable Heart, and the Blessed Vir- 
gin, the new Eve, was to conceive us all in her heart of sorrows when 
she stood beneath the Cross on Calvary. 

To be devout to St. Joseph, therefore, is not merely to our interest 
in the highest sense; neither is it to be considered, on the other hand, 
as a mere pious practice, to be cultivated or not, at pleasure, but it is 
our duty; since that which is the desire of Jesus and Mary comes to 
us with the force of an obligation which we cannot disregard without 
irreverence to them as well as great spiritual detriment to ourselves. 
Add to which, that the Church’s example powerfully attracts us to this 
devotion, and the example of this loving Mother is meant as a guid- 
ance to us, which no faithful child of hers can refuse to follow. 

Both Jesus and Mary desire that we should regard St. Joseph as 
our father and our patron. Such is the doctrine of St. Albert the 
Great, who, when examining the reasons which rendered the marriage 
of St. Joseph with the Blessed Virgin not only most profitable, but 
in a certain sense necessary, gives as the twelfth of these reasons that 
this marriage was ordained in order to make men regard St. Joseph 
as their father, even as they recognize Mary as their Mother. Not one 
of us but desires to be a child of Mary during life, and to experience 
her accustomed merciful aid at the hour of death. But can we be 
children of Mary without being children of St. Joseph? If Jesus 
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would not be called her Son without, at the same time, calling St. Joseph 
His Father, how can a Christian reckon her as his Mother without look- 
ing upon St. Joseph as his father? 

The Fathers of the Church have drawn from the passage in Holy 
Scripture which says that St. Joseph was the “husband of Mary, of 
whom was born Jesus,” St. Joseph’s right to the title of “Father of 
Jesus.” In a similar way, we may also say that St. Joseph, being the 
spouse of Mary, who has conceived all Christians in her heart and 
will bring them forth to the supernal light of heaven, is therefore like- 
wise the father of those same Christians. 

But if these things be true, as they assuredly are, what are we to 
think of the power of St. Joseph’s intercession for us, and of its fervor? 
Their measure is the love of Jesus and Mary for St. Joseph, and his 
love for us, and these are beyond our capabilities of comprehension. A 
great servant of God has said that St. Joseph holds in his hands, not 
only a key to Paradise to open the door of heaven to all his friends, 
but a certain kind of power over all the riches of heaven. 

St. Joseph, of whom the ancient patriarch Joseph was only a fig- 
ure, merited to be made on earth the steward of the house of God, 
and of the first family in the world. And now, in glory, he is the dis- 
tributor of the heavenly graces conceded to mankind. All the graces 
which we have received from heaven, or hope for in the course of our 
lives, or which all men have ever received or shall receive, are be- 
yond imagination inferior in worth to the Sacred Persons of the Savior 
and His holy Mother. And as the Eternal Father willed that St. Joseph 
should, in a peculiar manner, have Jesus and Mary in his keepng and 
possession, does it not seem more than probable that the same Heaven- 
ly Father confided to him the administration of His other treasures, 
even such as are supernatural, all of which are of infinitely less value, 
and were, indeed, contained in Jesus and Mary? 

Joseph, the viceroy of Egypt, as Abbot Rupert says, possesses all 
the power of Pharaoh, but St. Joseph is far more powerful, for he may 
be said to hold in his hands, after a manner, all the graces of the 
Savior. These are the admirable instruments of the supreme power 
which God exercises over our hearts and wills, without infringing 
their rights or depriving them of their liberty. Moreover, death did 
not interrupt the society and community of goods which subsisted 
between the Blessed Vrgin and St. Joseph when on earth. A heavenly 
marriage such as was that of St. Joseph and Mary, was to last forever. 
Our Sovereign Lady, as St. Bridget tells us in her Revelations, still 
calls St. Joseph her beloved spouse, and it is indubitable that she never 
thought of separating herself from him. Now, since the Blessed 
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Virgin is, as it were, the general depositary of all the riches of heaven, 
we cannot but infer that St. Joseph shares in the glory of distributing 
them amongst us. 

We should do an injury to St. Joseph if we were contented with 
calling him the spouse of the Queen of Angels, and to Mary also, if we 
were not persuaded that through her favor and by her desire he has 
the glory and the privilege, not only of sharing her riches, but also 
of opening the treasures of heaven and dispensing them ‘to all who 
devoutly invoke him. In other words, we may believe that our Blessed 
Mother wills that her most chaste spouse should be associated with 
her in her patronage of men, and that they should be his children 
even as they are hers. 

It is very remarkable how in all her pressing needs and calamities, 
the eyes of the Church have ever turned to this great saint, and a 
desire has been enkindled in the hearts of many to do him honor as 
a means of obtaining peace. It was the plea urged by the Chancellor 
Gerson at the time of the great schism; and again, a century later, 
when Europe was menaced from without by the increasing Ottoman 
power and inwardly torn by the Lutheran heresy, the learned and pious 
Dominican, Isidore Isolano, was moved to lay his work on the Gifts 
of St. Joseph at the feet of Adrian VI, in 1522. Believing, as he said, 
on no light grounds that the most holy prayers of St. Joseph would 
restore peace, he besought the Vicar of Christ to institute feasts in his 
honor, to be observed with much veneration throughout the Church. 

In the same century, that fervent advocate of the power of St. 
Joseph, Teresa of Jesus, never ceased to the day of her death to hold 
him forth as our most powerful protector, especially in the great neces- 
sities of the Church. Such were the feelings and such was the language 
of the learned and the holy in all the latter ages of the Church with 
regard to St. Joseph, but the time had not yet come for his glorification 
as its Universal Patron. This was reserved for the days of tribulation 
which marked the Pontificate of Pius IX; and may we not believe 
that Mary herself hastened that day? 


Pius IX had defined the Immaculate Conception as an article of 
faith on the ever-memorable 8th of December in the year 1854, and 
Catholics had hoped that now peace was at hand, and that the days 
foretold by St. Grignon de Montfort, and called by Father Faber “the 
age of Mary,” were about to dawn; a season of triumph and a happy 
breathing-time for the Church before the last terrible persecution and 
the coming of Antichrist. But it was not to be so as yet; and Canon 
Vitali entertains the pleasing and pious belief that Mary desired to 
share her glory with her spouse, and that wishing the restored peace 
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of the Church to be attributed to the mediation of St. Joseph, as well 
as her own, she stirred the hearts of the faithful to turn to their 
Bishops, and the hearts of the Bishops to turn to the Vicar of Christ, 
and warmly entreat him to deign solemnly to declare’ the Patriarch 
St. Joseph Patron of the whole Catholic Church. For many Bishops 
now addressed petitions to the Holy Father, submitting for his con- 
sideration most learned and solid reasons; and fully did the Pontiff’s 
heart respond to their desire. 

Accordingly, when the whole body, gathered round him in the 
great Vatican Council, unanimously renewed their request, Pius IX, 
who to his fervent zeal for the glories of Mary had ever united a most 
tender and affectionate regard for the glories of St. Joseph, moved 
by the Spirit of God, made no delay in satisfying the ardent aspirations 
of the whole Episcopate. Thus in the calamitous year 1870, he de- 
clared the glorious St. Joseph Patron of the Universal Church, and 
caused the decree to be promulgated by the Congregation of Rites on 
the 8th of December, a day sacred to the Immaculate Virgin. By this 
decree St. Joseph’s feast of March 19th was raised to a double of the 
first class. The Church, then, by implication clearly declared the 
true position due to St. Joseph, namely, that next to Mary, his Im- 
maculate Spouse. 

Who can describe the joy and exultation with which this definition 
of the Holy See was received, or its fruitful and splendid effects! 
Doubtless there was joy also in heaven at beholding the spouse of 
Mary beginning to receive the full honors which are his due. Now, 
if the Church, ruling and ruled, teaching and taught, combined in a 
movement so general, and with such a transport of fervor, which may 
truly be called the work of the Most High, in rendering these great 
honors to St. Joseph, who can any longer doubt the primacy of St. 
Joseph over all the saints and angels? Who can henceforth separate 
him from Mary’s side? Who can deny him a veneration superior 
to that which is paid to any of the Blessed? Long years had Saint 
Joseph been hidden in his profound humility, like a candle under a 
bushel, and had loved to remain so, but the time was come when he 
who humbled himself was to be exalted, and to be exalted in pro- 
portion to his humility. He was now to become the light set upon 
the candlestick to illuminate the whole Church with its beneficent rays. 


The Feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph continued to be cele- 
brated on the third Sunday after Easter, which date had been adopted 
by the Carmelite Order as early as 1689, and extended later to the 
whole of Spain and to all states and dioceses which had asked for the 
privilege, previous to the time St. Joseph was declared Patron of the 
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Universal Church. Pope Pius X, however, in 1911 changed the title 
of the feast to that of the “Solemnity of St. Joseph,” and made it a 
double of the first class with a common octave. Two years later (1913) 
he advanced the day of its observance to the third Wednesday after 
Faster, as we now have it. 

But if St. Joseph is now honored in accordance with his merits 
why has not the longed-for peace been granted, as it was hoped? Of 
the power of St. Joseph’s intercession and of his good will we cannot 
doubt. If the Queen of Heaven and her spouse are both raising their 
pure hands in supplication for us, why is the Church still left in so 
much tribulation, and her foes allowed to revile and trample on. her? 
This may be either because great graces are only to be obtained by 
much and prolonged prayer; or possibly, because the august Virgin, 
so solicitous for the honor of her holy spouse, desires to see him still 
more honored, and to have St. Joseph’s rank next to herself proclaimed 
a matter of dogma. 

As we know, all that has so far been defined by the Church re- 
garding St. Joseph, was already included in the deposit of faith. St. 
Joseph, as we noted, became patron of the whole Mystical Body of 
Christ from the moment he was made patron and protector of Jesus 
and Mary. The Eternal Father made him ruler over all His posses- 
sions when He committed to him these precious treasures. It is true, 
He gave him a delegated, but by grace a real, jurisdiction and par- 
ticipation in His own power; and these prerogatives St. Joseph has 
not lost in heaven. No wonder, then, that his intercession should be 
more powerful than that of all the saints, Mary alone excepted. And 
if Mary is the channel of graces, may we not believe that St. Joseph is 
their steward? 

Let us join our prayers, then, to those of St. Joseph’s devoted 
clients, yes, to those of the Universal Church, of which he is so glorious 
a Patron, that the day may not be far distant when his surpassing 
dignity shall be declared a matter of faith, and that the Blessed Virgin’s 
wish may be fulfilled, that, after Jesus and herself, the primacy of 
St. Joseph over all the Blessed shall be speedily proclaimed, even as 
his universal patronage has been proclaimed. It is impossible, when 
this honor is paid to St. Joseph and he is invoked by us with faith, 
that he should not save the Church from the emissaries of Satan, as 
he saved the Infant Jesus from the cruelty of Herod. 


Attractive folders of OUR LADY OF FATIMA, lithographed in 
pleasing colors, explaining the Five First Saturdays, with special prom- 
ise attached, and Novena prayer. Each 5¢. $3.50 per 100. 

ORDER FROM: Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri 








TOK 0 MK: TI 


Soule 
Zio ay 


Ks 


sO-Lh-e-ibe-th-e- 





mm HE mysteries of our religion give us confidence. They 
are mysteries of love. Their infinite depth is an indi- 
cation of the mysterious and boundless love and power 
of our good God. If we but fulfil Our Lord’s recom- 
mendation, and “become as little children,” docile to 
instruction, we shall find in these mysteries the won- 
derful lessons and graces that are hidden in them for us. One of 
the most significant of Our Lord’s mysteries is celebrated this year 
on May 26th — that of the Ascension. In a certain sense this is the 
greatest of all the feasts of Our Lord because it is His supreme glori- 
fication. The Church refers to it in her liturgy as “admirable” and 
“glorious.” 

For forty days we have been keeping before us the forty days 
after the Resurrection, when Our Lord walked the paths of this earth 
to prove beyond a doubt that He had truly risen from the dead. Dur- 
ing these forty days He labored with His Apostles, and instructed them 
for the great task that was to be theirs. Finally, when this work was 
finished, He led His Apostles and disciples out to the Mount of Olives, 
and after giving them a last blessing, rose up into the air, ascending 
even into heaven. It was by His own power that He accomplished 
this mystery and entered heaven in His Humanity, now glorified and 
endowed with those wondrous powers which will be bestowed on all 
the blessed at the General Resurrection. 

Let us note that it was on the very Mount of Olives, which had 
been the scene of the first agonies of His Passion, that Our Lord began 
His glory. In the presence of His Apostles and disciples and many 
who had witnessed His sufferings and had been scandalized at His 
Death, He chose to ascend into heaven in triumph — the glorious Con- 
queror of death and hell. As they looked upon His radiant Counte- 
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nance, He raised His hands to bless them, and ascending by His own 
Divine power, He was presently lost to their adoring gaze, and “a 
cloud took Him out of their sight. And while they were gazing up 
to heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white gar- 
ments, and said to them, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up to heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heav- 
en, will come in the same way as you have seen Him going up to 
heaven’” (Acts i. 9-11). 

Jesus meanwhile, proceeds upon His victorious way, accompanied 
by the souls of the just He has freed from Limbo, as indicated in pro- 
phetic vision by the Psalmist, “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive” (Ps. Ixvii. 19); accompanied, too, by legions 
of angels come to meet and escort Him. He ascends amidst canticles 
of joy and sounds of rejoicing, for, says the same Psalmist, “God is 
ascended with jubilee, and the Lord with the sound of the trumpet” 
(Ps. xlvi. 6). And those of His glorious company, wondering, say 
to one another: “Lift up your gates, O ye princes, and be ye lifted 
up, O eternal gates: and the King of Glory shall enter in. Who is 
this King of Glory? The Lord who is strong and mighty: the Lord 
mighty in battle” (Ps. xxiii. 7, 8). 

He enters heaven to the sound of jubilee and song. Rising above 
the angelic choirs He passes to the throne of the Father, His glorious 
work completed, the battle with Satan triumphantly gained. He enters 
now into His everlasting glory to enjoy the fruits of His labors. “I 
have glorified Thee on earth,” He says to His Father. “I have accom- 
plished the work Thou hast given Me to do. And now do Thou, 
Father, glorify Me with Thyself, with the glory that I had with Thee 
before the world existed” (John xvii. 4,5). And the Eternal Father 
says to His beloved Son, “Sit Thou at My right hand: until I make 
Thy enemies Thy footstool” (Ps. cix. 1). 

At the sight of such well-deserved and exceedingly great glory, 
the whole heavenly court bursts forth as with one voice: “Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain to receive power and divinity and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and blessing... To Him who sits upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing and honor and glory and 
dominion forever and ever” (Apoc. v. 12, 13). And we also, joining 
our voices even in this valley of tears to those songs of joy, exclaim: 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and 
who is coming” (Apoc. iv. 8). 

In one sense the mystery of Christ’s Ascension added nothing es- 
sential to His external glory, which He possessed already in His 
Resurrection, but it did take Him to a place which was proper to the 
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perfection of that state of glory. For us, however, Christ’s Ascension 
has momentous effects. It has opened to us the Gate of Heaven. By 
it He prepared our way, and secured for us for all time the right and 
dignity of this heavenly home. The Ascension, moreover, increases 
the virtue of faith in us, the essence of which is belief in things unseen; 
it increases our hope of gaining heaven; and it arouses our love of 
heavenly things. It teaches us that we must ever “look up to heaven,” 
even as the disciples who stood in amazement at the wondrous sight 
until recalled to earth by the angels standing by in white garments. 

The Ascension is not a part of the Redemption in the sense that 
the work of our salvation was completed on Calvary. Nevertheless, 
Christ, the great High Priest, and the all-powerful Head of the Mystical 
Body, “sitting at the right hand of God the Father,” in heaven exer- 
cises His mediatorial office in our behalf. At His leave-taking from the 
Apostles on the eve of His Passion, Christ promised: “I will ask the 
Father and He will give you another Advocate to dwell with you 
forever” (John xiv. 16). This Advocate, the Paraclete, obtained by 
Christ’s mediation, is the Holy Spirit, the Third Person, who “is sent 
into our hearts.” The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son 
to dwell in us, and to possess us, bringing us the endowments of sanc- 
tifying grace, Divine charity, faith and hope and His seven special 
gifts. 

Although the Church on Pentecost celebrates the coming of the 
Holy Ghost, the feast is considered as a mystery of Christ, for the 
coming of the Holy Ghost was the necessary complement to His work 
of Redemption. In the Ascension, Christ went “to prepare a place 
for us in heaven”; on Pentecost, He sends the Holy Spirit to teach us 
how to gain that place and to strengthen us in our earthly struggle 
toward it. The time during the Octave of the Ascension can be spent 
in no better manner, therefore, than in preparation for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit in imitation, of Our Blessed Mother and the Apostles. 
It is the earnest desire of the Head of Christendom, the Pope, made 
known to us by the encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, that all Christians 
unite together in earnestly beseeching the Holy Spirit to bestow His 
gifts upon all the faithful and to bring back to the True Fold the 
erring sheep. We invite all our readers to unite with us in the 
Pentecostal Novena here announced. 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 
Jesus and Mary, my most sweet loves, for You may I suffer, for 
You may I die; grant that I may be in all things Yours, and in nothing 
mine! St. Alphonsus Rodriguez 
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SANCTUARIES 


of the 


Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration 


Clyde, Missouri 


Mundelein, Illinois 





Tucson, Arizona 





Kansas City, Missouri 


Starting Friday, May 27th, 
First Day of the Octave of the Ascension. | 
Ending Saturday, June 4th. 


URING this novena it is most appropriate to ask for spiritual 

blessings, the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Ghost, and to seek 
favors for yourself and dear ones — good health, protection, and 
other material benefits — while at the same time it is recommended 
that you earnestly implore the Holy Spirit to guide the spiritual 
rulers of the Church, to perfect its members, and to lead back to its 
Fold those who have fallen away, or who have never known the true 
Church of Christ. 

Those who desire their petitions placed on the altar during the 
novena may send them to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Mary, Our hope through the Rosary 
sOneforeneloroeeforte 


7, RAYER is the King’s highway from earth to 
heaven,” writes Archbishop Ullathorne. “This 
royal path leads the soul into the Eternal Pres- 
ence, there to plead her cause with her Creator 
and Sovereign Lord; there to converse in the 
humble spirit of childlike affection with her 
Heavenly Father; there to receive His good and 
perfect gifts. This royal highway to God was 
opened for us by our Lord Jesus Christ, was consecrated by His prayers 
and sufferings, and was illuminated by His ascension to heaven through 
the path which He opened. By His incarnation He abridged the whole 
distance between the creature and the Creator. He is Himself the 
Way, the Light of the way, and its Security. Through Him we have 
access to the Father, who answers us with mercy and benignity.” 











Prayer is an important thing, — so important, indeed, that on it 
depends the salvation or, if omitted, the loss of immortal souls; it is 
the source and beginning of God’s favors and blessings. Yes, prayer 
is such an important matter that our Divine Savior repeatedly coun- 
seled His disciples, and all His followers, to “pray always”; to “pray 
without ceasing.” But the world has grown indifferent to the need of 
prayer, and for the want of prayer it is hastening on to destruction. 
To save it from itself Our Blessed Mother during the past century has, 
in various apparitions to favored souls, come down to earth to urge 
people to pray, and to pray much. On May 13th we commemorate 
the anniversary of the first of her six apparitions to the three little 
shepherds of Fatima, in 1917, when she urged people to pray the 
Rosary daily, and to pray it fervently, that is, with the heart on 
God and the mind on the sense of the prayers. 

Only when prayer is well made does it reach the ears of God and 
prepare the soul to obtain from God the graces sought. Prayer that 
reaches the ear of God is not a collection of words mechanically re- 
peated, but the ardent desires of the heart. And this is the reason why 
Our Blessed Mother wants us to pray the Rosary, that by reflecting on 
the mysteries, our prayer may be a prayer of desires, which cry to God 
and constrain Him to hear and grant our requests according to His 
unfailing promise. With the eyes of the spirit turned to the scenes 
of the mysteries, with the ears attuned to the whisperings of the Holy 
Spirit, with the mind attentive to the lessons of the mysteries and the 
significance of the prayers, a person will find perhaps with some sur- 
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prise, how much light will come to his mind, how much sweetness to 
his heart, how much courage and determination to his will. There 
is a spirit of presumption in the world today which rests on a lack 
of fear of God. It is to counteract this spirit and to make us see 
our own inadequacy, our vanity, our needs, our helplessness to achieve 
even our least aspirations, that Our Blessed Mother urges us to pray 
the Rosary. She tells us that God is waiting for our prayer and 
sacrifice to save souls from hell, to stem the tide of iniquity, to con- 
quer the enemies of Holy Church, to change this pagan world into 
a Christian world, and to restore peace to mankind. She has further 
pointed out that until a majority of souls attain to a right relation- 
ship with God, there can be no peace, no justice no true charity in 
the world. 

The month of May is annually consecrated to special devotion to 
Our Blessed Mother. Let us, since she has so earnestly pleaded for 
this, make it a point to pray the Rosary daily, or if we are already 
doing so, to better our past devotion, and be more fervent. But it is 
not the saying of many prayers, nor countless Rosaries, that Our 
Blessed Mother wants primarily. Prayer, and the Rosary in particu- 
lar, is the means to an end. The end is a change of heart, a change 
of attitudes, a new mind, a new outlook upon the values of time and 
eternity. Besides prayer, Our Blessed Mother asked at Fatima for 
penance, and penance in its truest sense means a conversion, a turning 
away from past evil, and a turning to good. This is what God wants, 
this is what He is waiting for, to give the Church a glorious victory, 
convert her enemies, multiply saints, inspire the laborers in His vine- 
yard with zeal, and save countless souls. 

In the past few years much encouragement has been given to the 
practice of the daily Rosary and the Family Rosary, and now to the 
so-called “Block Rosary,” and many generous souls have responded 
wholeheartedly. These are to be commended and invited to renew 
their fervor during this month of May. But, on the other hand, there 
are still souls who are indifferent, or who plead that they have no 
time for the Rosary, and continue to give but a superficial worship to 
God. In an effort to spread the devotion to the Rosary, which Our 
_Blessed Mother has made a condition for obtaining from God a world- 
wide peace, there has been revived in our times what is known as “The 
Association of the Living Rosary.” This is not something new, for it 
was founded in France in 1826, and has been at various times and 
places a great instrument in introducing thousands to Our Lady’s favor- 
ite prayer, or in binding together countless numbers in praying for a 
common cause. It is especially flourishing today because at last many 
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are beginning to see as never before that prayer is indispensable for 
bringing peace to the world, or to use Our Lady’s explicit terms: 
“Many Rosaries are necessary.” 

The Living Rosary is an association of the faithful in which the 
individual members undertake to recite ONE DECADE of the Rosary 
EACH DAY. This association is divided into groups of fifteen per- 
sons, each of whom recites every day one of the fifteen mysteries of 
Rosary, so that among them each group recites daily the entire Ro- 
sary. A branch of this Association was started in San Francisco, 
California, three years ago, and it now numbers nearly 25,000 persons 
who daily say one decade for the conversion of Russia and for peace. 
Those who wish to enroll in this mighty army of prayer for peace 
may send their names to: The Rosary Center, 2390 Bush Street, San 
Francisco 15, California, asking to be enrolled. There are no obliga- 
tions binding under pain of sin. This is merely a three-to-five minute 
appointment with Our Lady each day, during which one reminisces 
with her on one of the mysteries of her Son’s life. Small cards are 
sent out to all members reminding them of the mystery they are to 
say, which advances one each month, and giving a few suggested points 
for reflection on the mystery assigned. Scapulars, First Saturday litera- 
ture and Fatima devotions are also mailed, free of charge. 

Even those who already say five decades a day may wish to join 
this Living Rosary and pray an extra decade, for it is not only for 
those who cannot find time to say a whole Rosary, but it constitutes 
a great,army of prayer, and every additional member hastens the day 
when Our Lady will fulfil her promise to bring about the victory of 
Christianity over Communism. 

Our Lady is asking for these Rosaries as a means of personal 
sanctification and as a powerful weapon to overcome the enemies of 
peace. She is asking for prayer, penance, and a consecration to her 
Immaculate Heart, because these are spiritual weapons, and she needs 
these spiritual weapons because the evils to be overcome are not physi- 
cal but of the spirit. The arch-enemy behind the forces that seek to 
overthrow Christianity can never be overcome by physical weapons, 
but*he can be put to flight by the weapons of the spirit when sufficient 
numbers under Mary’s leadership enter the battle. This battle in- 
timately involves Mary’s intercession and manifests her unique role of 
“Mediatrix of All Graces,” the feast of which is commemorated on 
May 31st. Let us on our part be resolved to elicit that mediation for 
worldwide peace for which we hope, by our faithful use of these 
weapons of the spirit: — Holy Mass, the Sacraments, and prayer, es- 
pecially Our Lady’s Rosary! 
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She Sanctuary ow “Holy ill” 


eiketiesin 
47 EVEN months ago (on October 3, 1948), the Corner- 
stone of the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in Kansas 
City, Missouri, was laid, according to the impressive 
and symbolic rite of the Church. With the blessing 
of God and the harmonious co-operation of architect, 
contractors and laborers, the difficult task of complet- 
ing the building to the point of readiness for occu- 
pancy is being qocemapliched, The first weeks in May 
will witness the transfer of the community of Benedictine Sisters from 
the temporary site at 4408 Rockhill Road, which they have occupied 
since the opening of the sanctuary in December, 1943, to the new con- 
vent and chapel located at Meyer Boulevard and The Paseo at 63rd. 

The new building is on an eminence thirty feet above street level, 
and dominates the surrounding district, so that. its very location is an 
aid in realizing its spiritual mission of raising minds and hearts 
heavenward, Because of its elevated position, the Sisters and friends 
of the community have fondly referred to it as “Holy Hill,” and have 
long looked forward to the day when they could take possession of 
the new sanctuary so that it might truly become a “holy hill” by the 
permanent Exposition and Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 

Fittingly the ceremony of the Dedication of the Chapel is to take 
place on May 17th, the feast of St. Paschal Baylon, Patron of Eucha- 
ristic Congresses and al] Eucharistic associations. Details for the cere- 
mony have not yet been arranged at the date of this printing, but we 
hope to give a full account in our June issue. 

Needless to say, our hearts rejoice in the anticipation of this day, 
so long awaited and so long prepared for by prayer, labor, and sacri- 
fice, when our dear Eucharistic Lord will be placed upon a throne a 
little less unworthy of His Divine Majesty. We invite all our dear 
friends and readers to share in this joy, and to attend in spirit (if they 
cannot do so in truth) the ceremony of the blessing of the convent and 
chapel, the celebration of the first Holy Mass at the new High Altar, 
and the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on its permanent throne. 
It is scheduled to take place at 9:30 A.M. on Tuesday, May 17th,* with 
His Eminence, Cardinal] Stritch of Chicago presiding and delivering the 
sermon. We should be most happy to have present all who might find 
it possible to attend. 





*Barring delays from strikes and other unforeseen circumstances. 
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As we have mentioned previously, neither the chapel nor the con- 
vent can be wholly completed at the present time, because of the 
great expense involved. The convent is being finished only in so far 
as suffices to house a group of Sisters large enough to maintain the 
choral recitation of the Divine Office and the Perpetual Adoration and 
to carry on the work of making altar breads, which is their only 
source of income. The exterior, however, is finished entirely, as it 
is more economical to do so, but the partitions in one wing are being 
withheld for the time being. 

There is a deep significance in the fact that the new Sanctuary is 
being opened during the month of May, which is dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and very close to the feast on which she is 
honored under the title of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament (May 
13). For who could more ardently desire to see Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament loved and honored than His own most holy Mother, the 
model and patroness of all Eucharistic adorers. It is significant, too, 
that the opening is to take place so near the two solemn feasts of 
Pentecost and Corpus Christi, since the Sanctuary is dedicated to the 
Holy Spirit and is being erected for the glory of the Holy Eucharist. 

It is our hope and prayer that the Holy Spirit and Jesus, the King 
of Love, will inspire many loving souls to contribute with generous 
love toward the erection of this Eucharistic Sanctuary. 


Initials of Benefactors To Be Inscribed on Monstrance 


The large stationary Monstrance, in which the Blessed Sacrament 
is to be perpetually exposed, is specially designed to honor the Holy 
Spirit. The Divine Spirit will be represented by a Dove with out- 
spread wings, and His Seven Gifts and Twelve Fruits by rays and 
tongues of fire. Those who contribute at least $100.00 toward the 
BUILDING FUND are being allowed the special privilege of having 
their initials engraved on one of the symbols representing the Seven 
Gifts and Twelve Fruits. They will, as benefactors, share in all the 
Holy Masses, prayers and good works of the Benedictine Sisters at 
this Convent and all their other Convents of Perpetual Adoration. 

Those who are unable to give as much as $100.00, will also share 
in the spiritual treasure of prayers and good works. Any donor of 
$10.00 or more may have his or her name or that of a loved one 
(living or deceased) entered in the Golden Book, which always rests 
near the Blessed Sacrament. Those whose means permit even less 
than this sum will also be gratefully remembered in the prayers of all 
the Sisters, and will receive a blessed reward from God, for whose 
honor and glory they will bring the sacrifice it costs them. 
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Mother's Day 


(2nd Sunday of May) 


o-oo 


HOU shalt honor thy mother all the days of her life, for thou 
sft must be mindful of what and how great perils she suffered for 

thee,’’ said the elder Tobias to his son, and these words of Holy 
Scripture are particularly appropriate today. Implanted in every hu- 
man heart is a natural affection that responds with gratitude to the re- 
membrance of maternal care and devotion. It is not limited in its 
expression to any one day. Yet the observance of Mother’s Day, de- 
spite the commercialism that is associated with it, accomplishes a noble 
purpose. 

Mother’s Day calls attention to the abiding influence of maternal 
direction on the character of the child. She is the first and most im- 
portant teacher, and the school must build upon the foundation which 
the mother’s instruction has prepared. Men and women are but chil- 
dren of a larger growth, with the lessons of early days stamped ir- 
revocably on their character. 

Mother’s Day brings to the notice of all the value of a good home 
and the guiding influence of a devoted mother. It is a rebuke to the 
modern pagans who seek to destroy the home by insidious propaganda 
for divorce and birth control. All decent men and women who have 
respect and love for their parents must feel repugnance at the efforts 
that are being made to dishonor motherhood and to break up the 
small but sacred realm where mother rules as queen. Not only Catho- 
lics, but all Americans who value the priceless treasure of wholesome 
home life will join in opposition to all attempts to nullify the legal 
safeguard of family life. 

The grateful Catholic son and daughter will express their love 
and esteem for mother in a spiritual as well as in a material way. 
Prayer for mother, whether she be still among the living or called to 
her reward, is an important part of the proper observance of Mother’s 
Day, and the highest form of prayer is a Mass offered up for her to- 
gether with the reception of Holy Communion. Is there any Catholic 
who cannot do this for his beloved mother? 


In Memory of Mary and of Our Mother for Mother’s Day 


During this month of May — the month of Mary — so rich in 
its associations with the Mother of God, who is also our own dear 
Mother by grace, we would like to suggest a good work par excellence 
in her honor and in honor of the good mother to whom you owe your 
natural life. This is, to make an offering in their name toward the 
building fund of the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
in Kansas City. To do so will assuredly mean to give joy to the 
Heart of Mary, because it is for the glory of her Divine Son in the 
Holy Eucharist, and for the glory likewise of her Divine Spouse, the 
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Holy Spirit, to whom the Sanctuary is dedicated. And it will be at 
the same time a beautiful way to say “thank you” to your own mother 
for all that she has done for you. By making an offering of ten dollars 
toward the building fund, you can have her name inscribed in the 
Golden Book, and gain for her the privilege of sharing in the daily 
Sacrifice of the Mass and the unceasing adoration in our four Eucharis- 
tic sanctuaries, as well as in many other good works. And she will 
receive an attractive certificate, suitable for framing, bearing her name 
and listing the benefits in which she shares. 

By making an offering of one hundred dollars, you may merit for 
her the additional privilege of having her initials engraved in the beau- 
tiful monstrance in which the Blessed Sacrament is to be perpetually 
exposed in the new sanctuary. A large certificate (suitable for fram- 
ing) with a picture of the monstrance, showing where her initials are 
to be engraved, will be sent as evidence of your gift. How happy your 
mother would be to receive such a gift from her children! 

We pray that Our Blessed Mother may inspire many devoted hearts 
to come to our assistance in this great undertaking for the glory of 
her Divine Son, and so, by helping us discharge the debt which rests 


upon it, merit to have a greater degree of glory and happiness for all 
eternity. 


NOTE: Those who wish to do so may make their offerings in install- 
ments, in amounts and at times to suit their convenience, The 
offerings may also be made in memory of deceased persons. 





In your charity, do not forget the 


War-Sufferers of Europe 


whose urgent need for 
food, clothing, medicine, and other necessities, 
still offers a challenge to the self-sacrificing charity of 
our American Catholics. 
May we plead that those who are able continue their help 
in the form of alms and clothing to be forwarded to the needy 
priests, Sisters and lay persons who call upon us for aid? 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Letter from the Other World* 


RUE, indeed, that up to the moment of death one can turn towards 

God or show his back to Him. But in the last trembling, dying 

vibrations of the will a person will almost by force of habit 
decide as he habitually did during life. His good or bad habit becomes 
second nature to him. It drags him along. That was my case. For 
years I lived estranged from God. Therefore when the final call of 
grace came, I decided against God. 

It was not my frequent sinning, no, but my unwillingness to 
rise again that decided my fate. Several times you counseled me to 
attend sermons and read good books. “I haven't time for such things,” 
was my regular retort. Why should I have intensified the insecurity 
of my inner soul? 

Moreover, I must openly declare: when I had gone so far as I 
had shortly before leaving the sodality, it would have been extremely 
dificult for me to enter upon another path. I felt myself so unsafe 
and so unhappy. But a wall stared between me and conversion. You 
must not have realized that. You imagined it to be so simple, for 
you once remarked: “Make a good confession, Anna, and everything 
will be all right again.” I conjectured that it would be like that. But 
the world, the devil, and the flesh already held me too tightly in 
their claws. 

I never believed in the influence of the devil. But now I testify 
that he exerts a powerful sway over persons such as I myself was at 
that time. Nothing but much prayer on my part and that of others, 
combined with sacrifices and sufferings, could have delivered me from 
the devil, and that only gradually. While only a few persons are 
visibly possessed by the devil, swarms of them are invisibly so. The 
devil cannot rob of their free will those who give themselves over 
to his influence. But when they abandon God on principle, as it were, 
He in punishment permits the evil one to entrench himself solidly 
within them, 

I, too, hate the devil. Still he pleases me because he tries to 
ruin you, he and his accomplices, the spirits which fell with him at the 
beginning of time. There are millions of them. They rove over the 
earth closely packed as swarms of mosquitoes, and you scarcely suspect 
it. (10) We reprobate souls are not assigned to tempt you human 
beings; that is the part of the fallen angels. (11) They increase their 
own torture with every soul they drag into hell. But what won’t 
hatred do? (12) 


*From the German, by Rev. Bernard Krempel, C.P., D.D. 
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Despite the fact that I walked paths far away from God, He fol- 
lowed me. I smoothed the way for grace through the deeds of innate 
kindness which I not infrequently performed from natural inclination. 
Occasionally God lured me into a church. There I felt something like 
homesickness. While taking care of my ailing mother after working 
all day in the office, and really sacrificing myself to some extent, these 
allurements of God operated powerfully in me. In the hospital chapel 
to which you once took me during a noon hour, I was so overcome that 
only one step was needed to effect my conversion. I wept. But world- 
liness surged up again and drowned out grace. The wheat was choked 
among the thorns. By accepting the phrase, “Religion is merely a 
matter of sentiment,” as they always declared in the office, I brushed 
aside this movement of grace exactly as I had done with the others. 

You chided me once for making shapeless knicks* instead of mak- 
ing a reverential genuflection down to the floor. You called it sloth. 
Seemed not to suspect that already then I no longer believed in the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Sacrament. I believe in it now, but 
merely in a natural way, just as one believes in a thunderstorm upon 
feeling its effects. Meantime I had fashioned a religion to suit myself. 
I held the view current among our fellow workers, that after death 
.the soul passes into another living being (Metempsychosis). In that 
manner it wanders on without end. That disposed of the dreadful 
question about the next world, and neutralized its effect on me. 

Why did you not remind me of the parable of Dives and Lazarus, 
of whom your story-teller, Christ, declares that immediately after death 
one went to hell and the other into paradise? But what would you 
have accomplished by it? No more than with your other hypocritical 
chatter. 

Gradually I patched up a god according to my own fancy; one 
equipped well enough to be called a god; distant enough to relieve 
me of obligations towards him, hazy enough to permit, without a 
change of my religion, my expanding him into the universal pantheistic 
god or my condensing him to the aloof deistic bachelor. This “god” 
could present me with no heaven, nor consign me to a hell. I left 
him severely alone. That constituted my adoration of him. 

We readily accept what we like to believe. In the course of time 
I considered myself rather convinced of my religion. It was easy to 
live that way. Only one thing would have broken my neck: a-heavy, 
long affliction. But this affliction did not come. Do you now appre- 
ciate the meaning of: “Whom the Lord loveth, He chastiseth” ? 





*Knicks — the colloquial German term for a scarcely visible irreverent bending of 
the knee. 
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It was a summer day in July for which the sodality arranged an 
outing to A. The outing would have suited me; but that inane talk 
and pious fuss! Another picture rather than that of Our Lady of A. 
had recently become enshrined on the altar of my heart, the dapper 
Max N. of the neighboring store. Just shortly before we had joked 
with each other several times. He had invited me to an outing for 
that very Sunday. At the time, the girl he usually went with was a 
patient in the hospital. He had noticed very well that I had my eye 
on him. I had no thought then of marrying him.. However, he was 
well-to-do, but, to my mind, all too friendly towards any girl he met. 
Up to that hour I still wanted a man who would belong to me alone. 
I wanted to be not only the wife but the only wife. I always possessed 
a natural sense of decency.* 

On that Sunday trip, Max outdid himself in gracious attentions. 
Our conversations did not smack of piety as they did among you. 

The next morning at the office you chided me for failing to ac- 
company you to A. I described the good time I had on Sunday. Your 
first question was: “Were you at Mass?” — You little fool! How 
could I, when we had agreed to start at six o’clock already? Do you 
recall how, in my peeve, I added: “The good God is not so narrow- 


minded as are your priests.” I must now confess: In all His infinite | 


goodness God views things more strictly than they all do. 

After my first jaunt with Max I only once more attended the 
sodality meeting... at Christmas for the party. So many things at- 
tracted me back to it. But inwardly I was already estranged from you. 

To be continued 


“It was really so. Anna, despite all her religious indifference, had refined man- 
ners. I am shocked at the thought that even well-mannered people can go to hell, if 
they are so ill-mannered as to keep away from God. (Remark of Clara.) 


NOTE: (10) The influence of the evil spirits is expressed in the term ‘‘devil.’’ Let 

two among the many passages of Holy Writ suffice as proof of its existence; 
possibly they receive too little consideration: ‘‘Be sober, be watchful! For your ad- 
versary, the devil, as a roaring lion goes about seeking someone to devour. Resist 
him steadfast in faith’’ (1 Peter v. 8, 9). Here ‘‘roaring’’ signifies the avidity with 
which Satan tries to ruin us rather than a big ado while tempting us. And St. Paul 
(Eph. vi. 11), writes: ‘‘Put on the armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the Principalities and the Powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness on high.’’ These two passages Clearly indi- 
cate that Satan attacks us through his countless accomplices among the fallen angels, 
the Principalities, etc. 

The devil could not be called ‘‘Lord of the World,’’ if he did not have such a 
tremendous influence on the world. 

(11)Summa Theol., Supplement Que. 98, Art. 6, ad 2: ‘‘Men who are damned 
are not occupied in drawing others to damnation as the demons are.’’ 

(12) Ibid. Art. 4, ad 3: ‘‘Although the increase in the number of the damned 
results in an increase of each one’s punishment, so much the more will their hatred 
and envy increase that they will prefer to be more tormented with many, rather than 
less tormented alone. 


” 




















Place Your Child in Mary’s Keeping 


Megs, 
hearted 


HE world today presents a maze of temptations to ensnare 
innocent hearts and to rob them of the precious treasure of 
purity. And how often, alas, do children unfortunately fall 

a victim to these snares, multiplied as they are, in suggestive movies, 
indecent pictures, comics and cartoons, bad books, the company of 
perverted companions, etc. — and commit secret sins of which their 
parents know nothing, though the blame is usually to be placed on the 
latter because they failed to safeguard their children from dangerous 
occasions. 


Mary, the Way of Salvation 


A pious mother realizes that in the manifold dangers that threaten 
her children’s purity they need special help from heaven to preserve 
their innocence. This help will be found in consecrating the children 
to Mary. 

Yes, the secret of preserving a child’s innocence is to make it a 
“child of Mary,” and to implant in it early a love for its heavenly 
Mother. According to the Fathers of the Church, devotion to Mary is 
a sure sign of predestination, and a key to the grace of God! 

St. Bernard calls Mary the VIA SALVATORIS — “The Way to 
the Savior.” Mary has also been called a HEAVENLY LADDER, 
upon which souls ascend to God. Saints and sinners, sanctified or re- 
stored to grace by her intercession and help, have entered heaven 
through her, “the Gate of Heaven.” 

Holy Church applies to Mary the following words of Scripture: 
“In me (Mary) is all grace of the way and of the truth; in me is all 
hope of life and of virtue... and they that work by me shall not sin” 
(Ecclus. xxiv. 25, 30); “he that shall find me shall find life, and shall 
have salvation from the Lord” (Prov. viii. 35). 

Therefore, Christian Mothers, if you have the welfare of your 
children truly at heart, dedicate them to Mary, even before birth, and 
assure to them the tender care of this most holy an| loving Mother! In 
the lives of the saints we often read how the life of child and mother 
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were preserved because the child had been dedicated in the womb to 
God and the Blessed Virgin. St. Aloysius is a noteworthy example. 
Many devout Catholic mothers, before the birth of a child, have the 
practice of saying nine Hail Marys daily to honor the nine months in 
which Our Blessed Mother bore her Divine Son in her chaste womb, 
and to implore a safe delivery. 


How a Child Is Consecrated to Mary 


Take your child to the altar of the Mother of God, or better still, 
to a shrine of the Blessed Virgin and offer it to Mary as her own, beg- 
ging her to take it under her special protection, to preserve it from 
temporal and spiritual harm throughout its life, and to bring it finally 
to the eternal joys of heaven. If the mother wishes, she may ask a 
priest to make the consecration. The following prayer may be used: 


Act of Consecration of a Child to Mary 


O most holy Mother of God! I esteem myself happy to entrust to 
thy motherly and powerful protection this child and to consecrate it 
to thee today. May it be forever the object of thy most tender care! 
Watch over it! Preserve it in innocence and health! Under thy guid- 
ance may it grow in wisdom and virtue. Effect that it may become 
the joy of its parents and the glory of Holy Church, and obtain that 
after faithfully serving God here on earth, it may hereafter enjoy the 
reward of the saints in heaven for all eternity. © dearest Mother 
Mary, do thou obtain these graces, for the glory of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Amen. 

On the day of the consecration it would be fitting for the parents, 
if they have the means, to have a Mass offered in honor of Mary in 
the child’s name or to make a gift to some charitable work. 


Effects of Consecration 


(1) The soul and body of a child consecrated to Mary are placed 
under her protection. (2) Such a child will not easily lose its inno- 
cence. (3) If it does fall, it will sooner repent. (4) The fruit of 
consecration and devotion to Mary is often plucked in a priestly or 
religious vocation — the greatest grace God can bestow on a child 
and its parents. (5) The grace of final perseverance is all but as- 
sured to the child of Mary. 


Practices of Devotion the Child Should Be Taught 


As soon as the child can understand, the mother should tell it 
about its heavenly Mother and teach it to love Mary. She should 
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teach it to say each morning and evening three Hail Marys, with the 
ejaculation: “OQ Mary, my dearest Mother, keep me from sin today 
(tonight).” This prayer will be a source of untold graces for the 
child. It should also learn to say frequently the aspiration: “My 
Queen! My Mother! Remember I am thine own! Keep me, guard 
me, as thy property and possession!” 

Encourage the child also to honor pictures and statues of Mary 
and to adorn them with flowers, especially during May and on the 
feast of Our Lady. When the child reaches school age, teach it to 
invoke Mary’s assistance in its studies. “Our Lady of Good Studies, 
pray for me!” is a most appropriate prayer and carries an indulgence 
of 300 days. 

First Confession and Communion 


When the time comes for the child to make its first confession and 
Communion, help it to prepare well. It sometimes happens that chil- 
dren receive their First Communion sacrilegiously because they con- 
cealed grievous sins in confession through shame. This might occur 
if a child has committed secret sins of impurity or theft. Therefore, 
mothers should admonish their children to hide nothing and assist 
them to examine their conscience. 

Make a novena with the child on this occasion to the Mother of 
God under her title of “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament,” to ask 
the grace of a good confession and first Holy Communion. After the 
happy event, encourage the child to go frequently to the sacraments, 
receiving Holy Communion daily, if possible. Frequent Communion 
is the most efficacious of all means to lead a pure and holy life, for 
the very Author of purity and holiness makes the soul His temple, 
and the devil fears to approach. 


The Scapular and the Miraculous Medal 


Many graces are also attached to the Scapular of Mount Carmel — 
the “garment of Mary” — and the Miraculous Medal. Mothers do 
well to have their children enrolled in these early in life. Such en- 
rollment is often made at the time of First Communion. 

Place your child in Mary?s keeping and assure yourself of its 
temporal and eternal welfare! 


Footnote: Send for our booklet, “Under Mary’s Mantle,” 10¢ each, for 
further information on Mary’s patronage and protection. Our book- 
let, “Sacramentals,” 10¢ each, gives full information on the Scapular 
and necessary details about the Miraculous Medal. 


~~~ 
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Little Louvers’ League 


At morn, at noon, at twilight dim, 
Maria! thou hast heard our hymn, 
In joy and woe, in good and ill, 
Mother of God! be with us still. 
— E. A. Poe 


HERE should be no need to urge our Little Lovers to 
honor Our Blessed Mother at all times during the year 
and especially during this month of May, which is her 
very own month. She is your heavenly Patroness under 
the title of “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament.” This 
feast of hers is kept on May 13. To her you can pour 
out your “joys and your woes, your good and your ill,” 
of which the poet speaks in the lines above. And you should find 
delight in offering her a crown of “Aves” or “Hail Marys” by de- 
voutly praying the Rosary. The Rosary is such an easy form of 
prayer, and the countless blessings bestowed by Our Blessed Mother 
in answer to it are proof that it is very pleasing to her. 

Nowhere, perhaps, during years of peace, does one see the Rosary 
more devoutly said than at Mary’s shrine in Lourdes. It is only right 
that it should be so, for when Our Blessed Mother appeared to St. Ber- 
nadette, she asked that it might be recited for the conversion of sin- 
ners, and she herself showed the saintly child how to say it. Before 
the hallowed rock on which Our Lady stood, men and women of every 
age and condition of life, and from every country, have knelt with 
outstretched arms, whilst the blessed beads slipped through their fin- 
gers one by one. During the visits of the pilgrims to the shrine, to 
the Way of the Cross, to the healing springs, and in the great basilica 
of Lourdes, wherever one turns, one can hear the hum of the Rosary. 
Thus is the Immaculate Mother of God honored, “at morn, at noon, 
at twilight dim” — to quote our poet again. 

Every Little Lover can make his or her home another “Lourdes” 
by setting up a “May altar.” Sometime in the morning, or at some 
spare time during the day, and again in the evening, you can say at 
least one decade of the Rosary before it, and thus you can easily say 
the whole Rosary during the day. Such devotion to Our Blessed 
Mother proves you are a “Child of Mary” and will bring precious 
graces from her. Those who take up this custom will feel themselves 
drawn closely to her and to her Divine Son in the Blessed Sacrament. 
So we urge each one to say at least a decade every day, if not the 
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whole Rosary, and on Our Blessed Mother’s special feast days, at 
least, to assist at Holy Mass and receive her Divine Son in Holy Com- 
munion. You will surely do this in her honor on May 8th — “Mother's 
Day,” — and on the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, May 
13th. 


St. Paschal Baylon 
(Feast, May 17) 


OUR centuries ago a little shepherd boy named Paschal Baylon 
watched his flocks daily on the sunny hillsides of Spain. As his 
sheep grazed, he read about Christ and the saints and thought on heav- 
enly things. He learned a great deal about nature, too, in which he 
saw and marveled at the handiwork of God. Unlike most people of 
today, Paschal rejoiced in his poverty, realizing what we.so often for- 
get — that it offers a wonderful opportunity to practice self-denial, 
patience, obedience, resignation, penance, and many other virtues more 
precious in God’s eyes and more valuable to us than pure gold. 

This beautiful month of May, dedicated to our Immaculate Mother 
Mary, who, in giving us Jesus, has given us the ‘“‘Bread that came down 
from heaven,’’ was the month of St. Paschal’s birth ‘and also that of 
his death. Under the loving guidance of this Heavenly Mother, he 
learned to love her Divine Child, and from her he received many mar- 
velous graces. Like her, he was overshadowed by the Holy Ghost, for 
it was on the feast of the Holy Spirit —- Pentecost — that he was. 
born and died, and he received his name in honor of the Third Divine 
Person. The Holy Spirit instilled into his soul a burning love for 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Because of his tender devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, St. Pas- 
chal is called the ‘‘Saint of the Eucharist,’? and was chosen by Pope Leo 
XIII as the special heavenly patron of all Eucharistic Congresses and 
societies. From his earliest childhood he displayed his love for Jesus 
in the Sacrament of His Love, and would often slip away from home 
to make a visit to his beloved Jesus. This love of Jesus took posses- 
sion of his innocent heart, and increased as he grew older, bringing 
him more abundant graces. His favorite place in church was to kneel 
before the Tabernacle, his hands reverently folded, and his eyes fixed 
on the Tabernacle door, as if they could look right through it and 
see Jesus within. He would remain that way for a long time, some- 
times for hours, as on Holy Thursday, when he remained five hours be- 
fore the repository. When it became hard for him to kneel, he would 
stand erect, with his arms outstretched in the form of a cross. Those 
who beheld him used to say he looked more like an angel than a boy. 

Paschal prayed almost continuously at his work of tending the 
sheep. He carved an image of the Cross and of the Blessed Mother on his 
shepherd’s crook and would kneel before it for his devotions to Jesus 
and Mary. His virtues won for him the esteem of the people where 
he lived, so that they called him ‘“‘the holy shepherd.” Neither his 
work nor bad weather could disturb his prayers. Whenever possible, 
he devoutly assisted at Holy Mass, and when deprived of this grace, 
he listened for the sound of the church bell announcing the time of its: 
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beginning, and then would follow in spirit the various parts with the 
same fervent devotion as if he were kneeling before the altar. At the 
elevation bell he knelt down and profoundly adored our Divine Savior 
present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

When he was old enough, Paschal entered a Franciscan monastery, 
for, he said, ‘“‘I was born poor and I am resolved to live and die in 
poverty and penance.’”’ As a member of the Order of St. Francis, 
Paschal was diligent at his duties in the garden, in the kitchen, in 
cleaning, or as door-tender, and at the same time, his heart was ever 
adoring Jesus on the altar. Paschal was so humble that he never 
seemed to prefer one occupation to another, since he thought only of 
duty and charity. But if he delighted in doing anything, it was to 
serve the priest during Holy Mass. Nor did his fervor lessen with the 
number of Masses that he served. Often, when he had served eight 
or ten, he was ready to serve even more and his recollection was 
greater in the last than in the first. Paschal’s favorite ejaculation was: 
“Blessed be our Lord Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar.”” This prayer was often on his lips, and even today one of our 
indulgenced ejaculations almost like it keeps his memory alive. 

While we admire St. Paschal’s virtues, and know we cannot imi- 
tate them in the same measure as he performed them, still we ought 
to strive to attain his spirit of love. Let us ask ourselves if we are 
making even a little sacrifice to attend Holy Mass daily. If we cannot 
get to Mass every morning, could we not at least make a visit during 
the day? Again, we can imitate him in his fidelity to duty and in his 
charity towards those about us; and certainly, we can occasionally 
whisper his little ejaculation in honor of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 

St. Paschal died on Pentecost Sunday, May 17, 1592, just as the 
bell in the church tower announced the elevation of the Sacred Host 
at High Mass. He had earned a great crown in heaven for his ardent 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, and now in heaven he enjoys the 
perpetual adoration of Jesus in His very Person. He will assist you in 
preparing for Holy Communion and in being fervent at Holy Mass. St. 
Paschal also helps at the hour of death, and obtains the grace of having 
a priest present at that hour, those who pray to him. 


Practice: Say at least a decade of your Rosary each day of May 
to honor your heavenly Mother. In imitation of St. Paschal venerate 
her statues and pictures, and confide in her in all your affairs. Look 
to her in your studies, in your work, in your sickness, in your temp- 
tations and trials, yes, even in your play, and place each of these temp- 
tions or affairs in her hands, asking her to make them pleasing to her 
Divine Son. 


Aspiration: Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, pray for 
us! (300 days indulgence.) 
Praised and adored be without end, the Most Blessed Sacrament! 


(300 days indulgence.) 











The month of MAY is 
Mary’s Month, but it is also 
rich in feasts of Our Lord, and 
in feasts.of the Saints and 
Angels, represented by Saint 





FSS ee SFY Michael. These feasts in their 
cycle bring us priceless graces, for which the devotional booklets listed 
below will help to prepare, as well. as provide excellent all-year-round 


inspirational reading. 


THE FINDING OF THE HOLY CROSS THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
May 3d May 26 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord, 15¢ 


SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH, May 4th 
Devotions to St. Joseph, 10¢ ~— Go to Joseph, 10¢ 


APPARITION OF ST. MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL, May 8th 
*Neath St. Michael’s Shield, 10¢ 





FEAST OF ST. RITA OF CASCIA, May 22d 


St. Jude Thaddeus, the Great Helper in Need, and St. Rita, Advocate 
of the Impossible, 10¢ 


ROGATION DAYS, May 23d, May 24th, May 25th 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace, 10¢ — From Earth to Heaven, 10¢ 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations, 10¢ 


NOVENA IN PREPARATION FOR PENTECOST, May 27th — June 4th 
Devotion to the Holy Ghost, 10¢ 


ay ~ 





BOOKLETS IN PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE 
United in Christ, 10¢ — Why Not Make Your Home Ideal?, 10¢ 


BOOKLETS ON OTHER SACRAMENTS 


Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace, 10¢ 
Fountains of Salvation, 10¢. _- Through Death to Life, 10¢ 
(Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders) (Extreme Unction) 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Booklet Companions 
for the Month of Mary 





Heart of Our Mother and Queen 


The compelling appeal of Our Blessed Mother for 
devotion to her Immaculate Heart must draw new clients 
to her and dispose those who now practice this devotion 
to new fervor. This booklet treats of reasons for ven- 
erating Mary’s Heart, the revelations of Fatima, and 
special practices. It contains the new Mass of the Im- 
maculate Heart, Acts of Consecration, and other prayers. 
10¢ 

Our Lady of Fatima, 
Queen of the Holy Rosary 

This immensely popular booklet gives an account 
of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima, and her plea for 
devotion to the Rosary, to her Immaculate Heart and the 
First Five Saturdays; the miracles and prophecies con- 
nected with the apparitions; devotional practices. 10¢ 











The Rosary, My Treasure 


An inspiring treatise on the Rosary devotion, a 
source of grace and comfort in spiritual and temporal 
afflictions, with reflections on the prayers and mysteries, 
information on the Archconfraternity and Rosary Novena. 
10¢ 





The Mysteries of Mary 


Practical suggestions for keeping Our Lady’s fifteen 
principal feasts, with reflections on the mystery cele- 
brated, a prayer and devotional practice for each. 10¢4 


Under Mary’s Mantle 


Reflections on Mary’s protective care of her children 
in childhood, the trials of life, and in their last hour. 
Consecration of children to Mary. Prayers. 10¢4 





To Jesus through Mary 


De Montfort’s ‘‘Secret of Grace’’ to lead souls to in- 
timate union with Mary and Jesus. 10¢ 





Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for 
Feasts of Our Lady 


A favorite booklet of devotions for feasts of Our Lady; explanation of 
De Montfort’s “True Devotion to Mary,’’ and many beautiful prayers. 128 
pages. 20¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








